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This also made them something of an anomaly. As the director Rudiant Noer told Chris Petit of IndieWire at the time of Cinta tapi beda’s release, “Unfortunately, there is no normal event or phenomenon that you can base your production
on.” 27 Rather, the film was a valedictory production with which to close down a chapter in the history of the press and its relation to the other spheres of life. For the film’s themes were ones that centred on the predicament of younger
Indonesians on the cusp of adulthood. Hence, the title itself. While Cinta tapi beda may have little to say about love, it does offer a workable model for social, cultural, and political life in Indonesia after 1999. 3 With this thought in mind, I
leave readers to their own devices as I turn to the particulars of the story and the film’s presentation. A young woman in Jakarta is walking down the street one night. She has no idea that she is being filmed by the media, but, as she
passes her school, she is recognized and returns to her classroom. This triggers a flashback to her youth when she was coached to play the piano, where she would always be picked for last, and then abandoned in a lonely hallway. A
young man appears and claims to be the father of her child and whispers to her to come back home. But she needs more than a moment alone. On the other hand, the film also contains elements that seem to have more to do with a
contemporary restorative desire, a nostalgia for a world of traditional moral authority, in which hard-working, industrious, middle-class men know their place.
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